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LOS ANGELES’ PAUL GETTY MUSEUM RELIES ON ITALIAN LASER TECHNOLOGY 
OF EL.EN. GROUP TO SAVE HIS OWN ART WORKS
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The Californian museum’s precious marble relics are next to get a new life thanks to a new 
Made in Italy laser. Quanta System, company of the Florentine El.En Group, during the G7

dedicated to Culture, announces the donation of a Thunder Compact for the recovery
of many and rare historical finds, in memory of the Syrian archeologist Khaled Asaad,

murdered by Isis in Palmira in 2015. 

Sculptures and decorative arts collected at the Jean 
Paul Getty Museum of Los Angeles will be back to a 
new life thanks to the Made in Italy laser technolo-
gy. The Italian company Quanta System and the Light 
for Art division of the El.En. Group will run to the re-
scue of the museum directed by Timothy Potts, dona-
ting the Thunder Compact laser for the conservative 
restoration of the works exposed in the Californian arts 
complex. The laser device’s donation is in memory of 
Khaled Asaad, the Syrian archeologist murdered in 
Palmira by the Islam state jihadists for refusing to in-
dicate to his captors the places where he had hid-
den important Roman finds, before the occupation 
of the city by Isis. An extreme sacrifice happened in May 
2015 that pushed the Minister Dario Franceschini to 
declare: “The international community has to respond”.

“We’ve collected the warning by Minister Franceschini 
and we have therefore decided to propose this dona-
tion to the Paul Getty Museum’s vertices in honor of 
Khaled Asaad – declares Paolo Salvadeo, General 
Director of El.En. Group. The Museum Director and the 
Conservation of Ancient Works Department direc-

tor, Dr. Susanne Gänsicke, underlined how the laser 
donation in honor of Khaled Asaad is extremely tou-
ching and symbolic, in addition to being helpful for 
the Museum. An honor for the museum and for its col-
laborators. I am happy and proud to bring the excel-
lence of our country abroad, to give light back to 
these valuable and ancient works. As with the pre-
vious donations, our aim is to provide a decisive contri-
bution towards preserving the heritage of humanity, 
linked to a strong message. Culture is an important 
heritage for future generations, and we have the 
duty to protect it and keep it in a good state of pre-
servation. We are proud to be, with Quanta System and 
the El.En. Group, the world leader in the manufacture of 
specific lasers for Conservation of art works, by using 
the same Q-switched technologies used in medici-
ne. Whether it’s art works or medicine renovation, we 
can say that we cherish the same principle: take the 
utmost care of both people and masterpieces. And 
we are even more proud to start this in such an impor-
tant year for Italy, with the G7 held right here this year. 
Finally, giving such a precious object in honor of a man, 
so barbarically tortured, who has devoted his life to the 
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preservation of art works, is source of great joy. Further-
more, being accepted again by the United States as a 
reference and trusted technological partner, after the 
positive experience at the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
in New York City, is source of remarkable pride.”

Using this Made in Italy technology, capable of very 
high precision, selectivity and respect of the surfa-
ces without damaging the artifact, a team of experts 
will start working to restore the relics conserved in 
one of the most important museum in the world to 
their former glory.
The Jean Paul Getty Museum collection is housed in 
4 pavilions: north, south, east and west. The exhibi-
tion includes works from Europe and North America, 
from the Middle Ages until nowadays. Masterpieces 
by world famous painters such as Tiziano, Canaletto, 
Van Gogh, Cezanne, Rembrandt and Renoir. In addi-
tion to paintings, the Getty exhibits sculptures and de-
corative art pieces. One of the most famous elements 
of the collection is a bronze statue of Venus and Cu-
pid of 1550, by the Italian sculptor Jacopo Sansovino. 
The laser Thunder Compact will serve the conservation 
of art works without affecting their integrity, but enhan-
cing their maximum beauty.

Quanta System is an Italian company founded in 1985 based 
in Samarate (Va), since 2004 belonging to the international 
group El.En, and a world leader in the production of lasers 
for three scientific fields: aesthetic medicine, surgery and art. 
Three divisions united by a common principle: to improve 
the quality of patient life and to take care of people. Founded 
as a spin-off of one of the largest research centers in the field 
of lasers and optics worldwide, Quanta System took the first 
steps in high-energy physics, plasma physics, spectroscopy 
and light–matter interaction. The first lasers for the 

restoration of artworks were developed in 1994, whereas the 
activities in the field of medical lasers for dermatology and 
aesthetic medicine started in 1997. In 2008 the company 
developed its first surgical lasers, which have today significant 
market share internationally. Trusted partner of healthcare 
facilities, doctors, institutions and organizations engaged in 
scientific projects, the activities of Quanta System are also 
aimed at European and international research programs, 
in collaboration with prestigious universities and research 
centers around the world.

El.En. Group is one of the most important companies in 
the laser world, addressed to excellence in technological 
innovation and productive quality research, creating 
advanced products and solutions for high-performance, 
excellent value for money, reliability, respect for the 
environment and after-sales service effectively and 
efficiently. The Group is listed on the Italian Stock Exchange 
since 2000 (ELN.MI). The headquarter is located in 
Calenzano (FI), while other production facilities are based 
in Italy, Germany, China, USA and Brazil. The El.En. Group 
has a market capitalization of around 530 million euros.
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